
BINNEY MC, Robert Humphrey 

 

  

 Captain : Essex Regiment : 10th Battalion.  

Age: 25 Died of wounds: 23/03/1918  

Awards: M C  

Additional information: Son of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Binney, of Guisnes Court. Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.  In 

May 1918 reports reached the village he had been wounded and reported "missing". Sadly it later transpired he 

had been killed.  His brother  Captain Ralph Douglas Binney CBE (the 4th son) was killed on the 8th December 

1944 ,  whilst attempting to apprehend 2 armed robbers. Ralph was aged 56 & is commemorated at Golders 

Green Crematorium, panel 1. The Binney Memorial Medal for British citizens who display greatest courage in 

support of law and order within the areas under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan and City of London Police 

is named after Capt. Binney. Ralph's son Lieutenant David Binney RN was killed 12th December 1943 on the 

destroyer HMS Tynedale. His eldest brother Sir Thomas Hugh Binney KCMG, KCB. CB, DSO became an 

Admiral. 

Guisnes Court 

The 10th (Service) 

Battalion was formed at 

Warley in September 1914, 

as part of K2. September 

1914  It was attached to 

53rd Brigade, 18th 

Division. The early days 

were somewhat chaotic, the 

new volunteers having very 

few trained officers and 

NCOs to command them, 

no organised billets or 

equipment. However, by 

the Spring of 1915, the 

Division was considered to be ready for France. 

 Robert went overseas on the 29
th

 May 1916. His battalion had the previous year on the 25 May 1915 landed in 

Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in 

most of the significant actions:- 

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916); The Battle of Bazentin (second phase of the 

Battle of the Somme 1916);In the latter action, the Division captured Trones Wood. The Battle of Delville 

Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) (53rd Brigade). The Battle of the Ancre Heights (ninth 

phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) In the above action, the Division captured Schwaben redoubt, and 



helped capture Regina Trench. The Battle of the Ancre (tenth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). 

Operations on the Ancre. The German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line. The Third Battle of the Scarpe (fourth 

phase of the Arras Offensive). The Battle of Pilckem (first phase of Third Battle of Ypres). In the above action, 

the Division helped capture Westhoek. The Battle of Langemarck (second phase of Third Battle of Ypres) (53rd 

Brigade). The First Battle of Passchendaele (seventh phase of the Third Battle of Ypres). The Second Battle of 

Passchendaele (eighth phase of the Third Battle of Ypres). The Battle of St Quentin (first phase of the First 

Battles of the Somme 1918) 

It was revolution in Russia that changed the nature of the stale mate in the west. Fighting halted in the East in 

late 1917, allowing the Germans to transfer many Divisions to the Western Front. They knew that time was 

running out, for the United States of America had entered the war on the Allied side and it was only a matter of 

time before vast untapped reserves of manpower swung the balance in favour of the Allies. 

The Germans struck in the "Kaiserschlacht" offensive on 21 March 1918. Such was the vigour of their attack 

that they broke through the British line and pushed towards the key positions of Amiens and the Channel Ports. 

Held only after the bitterest of defensive fighting, the Germans effort was exhausted and the line froze once 

more. The Allies gained strength, barely believing that the Germans had "shot their bolt". 

 

Military Cross; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

{London Gazette 18 July 1917 promoted from   2nd Lieutenant (Special reserve) to be Temporary Lieutenant 

effective 4 April 1917} 



{London Gazette 18 January 1918 2nd Lieutenant (Special reserve)  (temporary Lieutenant awarded the Military 

Cross } 

{London Gazette 29 January 1918 promoted from  Temporary Lieutenant (2nd Lieutenant Special reserve) to be 

Acting Captain effective 26th August 1917} 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: 1. E. 7. Cemetery: 

CHAUNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY BRITISH 

EXTENSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Extension was made after the Armistice for the burial of remains brought in from the battlefields of the 

Aisne and from smaller cemeteries in the surrounding countryside. The majority of those buried here died in 

1918; among the rest were soldiers who fell in September, 1914. There are just over 1,000, 1914-18 war 

casualties commemorated in this site. Included in this figure are 6 soldiers of the United Kingdom whose 

identity had been established with reasonable but not absolute certainty and who are commemorated by special 

memorial headstones 'D' bearing the superscription 'Believed to be', and 26 soldiers of the United Kingdom and 

5 of Canada whose graves could be identified collectively but not individually and who are commemorated by 

special memorial headstones 'C' bearing the superscription 'Buried near this spot'. There are also 26 soldiers of 

the United Kingdom who are commemorated in the cemetery as follows: 22 who were buried at the time in 

Mennessis and Premontre Communal cemeteries and in the former German cemeteries at Crecy-sur-Serre, 

Villequier-Aumont, Versigny, Couchy-le-Chateau, Fourdrain and Suzy and whose graves are lost are 

commemorated by special memorial headstones 'E' inscribed to that effect, with the additional inscription 'Their 

glory shall not be blotted out'; 3 are commemorated by special memorial headstones 'B' bearing the 

superscription 'Believed to be buried in this cemetery'; and one, whose grave is known to be in the cemetery 

although the exact place of burial could not be established, is commemorated by a special memorial headstone 

'A' inscribed 'Buried in this cemetery'. The Cemetery Extension covers an area of 3,729 square metres. The 

following are the cemeteries from which British graves (all of soldiers from the United Kingdom) were removed 

to Chauny: CHARMES COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION (Aisne), where 14 soldiers were buried by 

their comrades in June and July, 1918. CHAUNY FRENCH MILITARY CEMETERY (Aisne), where two 

British soldiers were buried in January and March, 1918. CHAUNY GERMAN NATIONAL CEMETERY 

(Aisne), which contained 15 British graves of March-July, 1918. COUCHY-LE-CHATEAU GERMAN 

CEMETERY (Aisne), where six British soldiers were buried in August, 1918. CRECY-SUR-SERRE 

GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), where 53 British soldiers were buried, mainly by the Germans, in March-

September, 1918. JAULZY CHURCHYARD (Oise), where a British soldier was buried in August, 1914. LA 

BOVETTE GERMAN CEMETERY, FOURDRAIN (Aisne), where one British soldier was buried in March, 

1918. LA FERE COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained three British graves of August, 1914. 

LANCHY CHURCHYARD (Aisne) which contained two British graves of April, 1917. LE TROU-FOURCY 

GERMAN CEMETERY, SUZY (Aisne), which contained six British burials of August, 1918; two of these were 

moved to Grand-Seraucourt British Cemetery. MENNESSIS COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), where one 

British soldier was buried in March, 1918. PREMONTRE COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), which 

contained two British burials of July and August, 1918. SEMPIGNY CHURCHYARD (Oise), which contained 

a British burial of August, 1914. VERSIGNY GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained three British 

burials of August, 1918. VILLEQUIER-AUMONT GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), where six British soldiers 



were buried in March, 1918. VILLEQUIER-AUMONT COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), where one British 

soldier was buried in a private vault. No. of Identified Casualties: 437 

Last updated                                                  His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

Robert Humphrey Binney

Death Date: 23 Mar 1918 

Rank: A/Captain 

Regiment: Essex Regiment 

Battalion: Battalion Not Shown 

Decoration: MC 

Type of Casualty: Died of wounds 

 


